Scholarship of practice for a practice profession.
At a time of shrinking resources, rapidly changing health care environments, and increased demands for solutions to pressing health issues, concerns regarding the relevance of nursing research for practice are again being raised. After the national debate surrounding definitions of scholarship across disciplines and having established respectability for past and current contributions to knowledge development, nursing may now begin to reconceptualize what constitutes scholarship in a practice profession. This article addresses two central questions related to the scholarship of nursing practice: (1) How is scholarship of practice in a practice of profession defined? and (2) What characteristics differentiate the new conceptualizations of scholarship of practice from traditional research models? The results include a delineation of scholarship of practice and a differentiation of characteristics between scholarship of practice and traditional research approaches. Implications for nursing education are also addressed.